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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

REGULAR SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
  9:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary 
  9:30 a.m. Children’s Sunday School 
10:45 a.m. Adult Sunday School 
  Hebrews 10:25 Group  
  
11:00 a.m. Comcast Cable Channel 6 
  Comcast Cable HD Channel 914 
  
Anytime or any day, watch the service on Facebook  
or on our YouTube channel, Decatur Grace Online. 
  
Our webpage is www.decaturgrace.com where you 
will also find a link to the worship service on 
YouTube. 
  
REGULAR OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
February 20 closed     
 

 

 

  

 

Dear church family,  
 
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
I hope this email finds you well and warm in this cold and wintery season.  
I want to thank God for our church family and the wonderful way you are growing in 
Christian discipleship. Thank you for your faithfulness to Christ and the body of Christ 
that you demonstrate with your presence both at the worship services and the other dis-
cipleship opportunities including the church-wide potluck that we had on January 22.  
 
I hope that along with the spiritual growth opportunities that we have at church, we are 
also reaching out to the community with the love and gospel of Jesus Christ. People 
need the Lord. Inviting the people to church would be great if they do not have a 
church home. Recently, on January 16 I had the privilege to participate in the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 37th Annual Celebration. It was organized by Decatur Human 
Relations Commission. I was invited to offer opening and the closing prayer at this 
event. It was not only an opportunity to pray for the community, and represent Grace 
UMC before the community, but also to openly invite the people to experience worship 
service at Grace UMC.  
 
This month we are entering into the Lent Season, starting with Ash Wednesday, on  
February 22. Lent is a season of self-examination. It is a season of taking intentional 
steps to grow closer to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I pray and hope that in this 
our congregation members would seek spiritual revival personally and as a church. 
May we continue to grow deeper in the knowledge of the Word of God and prayer; a 
season and a year of experiencing the power of the Holy Spirit in a very special way!  
 
Thank you so much for your prayers for my mother-in-law who is recovering from a 
major brain stroke, we appreciate all your prayers.  At the time of writing this letter, 
my wife Ruth is busy packing up and getting ready to go to Korea for three weeks to 
provide care for her mom. Please keep Ruth in your prayers and please continue to pray 
for Ruth’s mom for God’s miraculous healing. Ruth will be returning from Korea on 
February 17.  
 

Please pray with me for God’s peace and comfort for the members of our church fami-

ly who have recently lost their loved ones. Please also pray for those with health issues 

and those encountering difficult and challenging situations and circumstances in their 

lives. 

 
Let’s continue to be a vibrant community of believers who come together to study 
God’s word, pray, enjoy each other’s fellowship, and support one another through 
small groups. We are committed disciples of Jesus Christ and passionately reach out to 
the world through the preaching of the Gospel and by participating in God’s mission 
both locally and globally. 
 
I am so blessed to be your pastor and I thank God for the privilege and honor to serve 

Christ Jesus alongside you all, God’s wonderful people! 

  

With Love, prayers, and blessings, 
 
“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you, and be 
gracious unto you; the Lord lift His countenance upon you, and give you peace”  
(Numbers 6:24-26).  
 
Pastor AP 
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Upcoming Sermons 

 
 

Feb 19: Anger: What to do with 

it? (James 1:19-21) 

 

Feb 26: Forty Day and Forty 

Nights Jesus in the Wilderness, 

Part I (Matthew 4:1-11) 

 

Mar 5: Forty Day and Forty 

Nights Jesus in the Wilderness, 

Part II (Matthew 4:1-11) 

 

Mar 12: Forty Day and Forty 

Nights Jesus in the Wilderness, 

Part III (Matthew 4:1-11) 

 

Mar 19: Love Beyond Bounda-

ries (John 4:4-26) 

 

Mar 26: Love that Gives Life 

(John 11:1-16) 

 

Apr 2: Love that Is Courageous 

(Matthew 21:1-17) 

 

Apr 9: The Tomb is Empty: Jesus 
has Risen!  
(Luke 24:1-7; 1 Corinthians 15:17
-22; Luke 24:36-47)                                                                                                                           
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SOAPY Bible Reading Plan  
February 2023 

 
We use our SOAPY daily readings for 
preparation for worship.  You’ll find 
the daily readings corresponding to 
the coming Sunday’s message.  As 

you read and study the texts, you will be preparing 
your hearts for worship and plowing up the ground 
for receiving the seed of God’s Word.  In case you 
have not yet engaged the SOAPY readings, you may 
wonder what is SOAPY?  SOAPY stands for:   
Scripture, Observation, Application, Prayer and 
Yielding.   
  
Here’s how to put the SOAPY principles to work:   
You might want to keep a SOAPY journal for notes.  
If you are able to find a place of solitude for your 
time of reading, read aloud the Scripture passage for 
the day.  Hearing the Word is a powerful spiritual dis-
cipline.  Make some Observations in your SOAPY 
journal by asking these questions:  1) What is the 
Scripture about?  2) Observe: What does this pas-
sage mean?  3) What truth or teaching can I Apply to 
my life? Then write and offer a Prayer that helps you 
Yield more of your life to Jesus so that your study is 
not for information only, but for transformation as 
you grow as a disciple of Jesus Christ and into His 
likeness.    

Daily Readings 

Feb   1  John 10:22-23 
Feb   2  John 10:24-25 
Feb   3  John 10:26-27 
Feb   4  John 10:28-30 
Feb   5  John 17:3 
 
Feb   6  John 3:36 
Feb   7  1 Samuel 3:1-2 
Feb   8  1 Samuel 3:3-4 
Feb   9  1 Samuel 3:5-6 
Feb 10  1 Samuel 3:7-8 
Feb 11 1 Samuel 3:9-10 
Feb 12  Isaiah 6:8 
 
Feb 13  1 John 4:18 
Feb 14  John 6:36 
Feb 15  Hebrews 4:12  
Feb 16  Isaiah 30:21 
Feb 17  2 Timothy 3:16 
Feb 18  Deuteronomy 13:4 
Feb 19  Psalm 29:3 

 
Feb 20  Jeremiah 29:13 
Feb 21  Romans 5:8  
Feb 22  Zephaniah 3:17 
Feb 23  Ephesians 2:4-5 
Feb 24  Psalm 86:15 
Feb 25  1 Peter 4:8 
Feb 26  Revelation 1:1 

Feb 27  Colossians 3:14 
Feb 28  Lamentations 3:22-23 

 

 

DISCIPLESHIP 
Helping Kids in a Small Town 

 
On January 16, 2023, as I read the Seedbed Wake-
Up Call, formerly the Daily Text, I was led by the 
Holy Spirit to share the vision that JD Walt wrote 
about. I could see his vision, and I could see it at 
Grace for the future of our current Awana Kids, as 
well as those coming in the future. I could see it for 
the kids of future families who will come to Grace 
to worship and raise their children here. What fol-
lows is part of what JD wrote that day. My prayer is 
that the Holy Spirit will open the eyes of your heart 
to see the vision, too.  
 
When Joseph and Mary had done everything re-
quired by the Law of the Lord, they returned to  
Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. And the 
child grew and became strong; he was filled with 
wisdom, and the grace of God was on him.  
LUKE 2:39–40 (NIV) 
 
When I read a text like today’s I want to cue John 
(Cougar) Mellencamp’s famous song, “Small 
Town.” 

Well, I was born in a small town 
And I live in a small town 

Probably die in a small town 
Oh, those small communities 

 
Jesus was born in a small town (Bethlehem).  
And he lived in a small town (Nazareth). By today’s 
standards, he died in a small town (Old Jerusalem). 
But praise God he didn’t stay dead long! He is ris-
en! And he’s living and moving in small towns (and 
big ones) everywhere.  
 
It’s what happened in those hidden days in that 
small town that matter more than we can fathom.  
 
And the child grew and became strong; he was 
filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on 
him. 
 
So, what happened in those first twelve years? His 
parents didn’t train him in how to be God. No, they 
raised him to be a good, kind, loving, respectful, 
patient, noble human being. And not only his par-
ents, but the surrounding town and notably the ordi-
nary, everyday, God-fearing, people-loving men 
and women of the local synagogue.  
 
Our churches, no matter how small they are or big 
they become, must become like small towns 
again—especially when it comes to our children. 
And that’s precisely what must change—the mean-
ing of “our.” We must lay claim, not just to the chil-
dren of the members of our churches—but to every  
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Just a Thought …  
 
One of my favorite chores around the house is not 
actually in the house at all.  I love taking care of the 
lawn and flowers around the property.  Years ago, 
Randy had claimed those chores as his own, but, be-
ing a farm girl at heart, I love working in the dirt and 
watching the flowers bloom in their due seasons.  
 
Like many people today, I also have a compost bin 
behind the shed. In early spring and late fall, I bag the 
heavy grass clippings and the dry leaves from the 
lawn and empty the mower bag into the compost bin, 
where I also put vegetable scraps from cooking. All 
summer and winter long, those dry elements mix with 
the sun and rain—and snow—and settle into a slow 
cooking process of their own: decomposing into 
smaller bits and developing into good soil. 
  
I don’t do much to help that process along. God in 
His wisdom made our vegetable world smart enough 
to decompose and develop into that rich, black soil all 
on its own.  I sometimes give the compost a watering 
when a dry spell happens, and I add vegetable scraps 
when I have them, but other than that, God and nature 
do the work. 
 
The summer that Randy died, we had already taken 
the fence from around the other compost pile that had 
worked for three years before, and we spread about 
half of the good loam from it onto the garden, where 
Randy planted four new rows of irises. Then Covid 
hit us in August, and the other half stayed where it 
was. Last May, I planted two scrawny 99 cent tomato 
plants into that compost soil. From those decayed 
leaves and grass, I harvested over two hundred toma-
toes that fed several households. 
 
I look out at my back yard now in January, and I 
don’t see action happening. Day after day, the scene 
is the same. Snow would almost be an improvement 
to the browns and grays that I see now. My eyes get 
very hungry for green by March, but for right now, 
the brown and gray have a place. And there is action, 
just not discernable to my eyes. 
 
Parts of the lawn are heaving with the temperature 
changes. Underground roots are growing. That com-
post bin is settling a little more each day, and every 
drop of water that falls from the shed roof is helping 
the process along. Nine-month-old grass clippings at 
the bottom are turning into dirt, and dry leaves are 
now gray and withered, wet with the rain. Soon they 
will be soil, too. Time does its work. So does God. 
 

Jesus told a parable about seeds falling on good soil. 
Anyone who has ever planted anything knows that 
the soil conditions are the most important compo-
nent of a crop. But what if the seed falls on weeds, 
dried leaves, grass clippings, and vegetable waste?  
Jesus didn’t talk about the soil changing, but that is a 
truth about farming that also makes much sense. 
 
Sometimes the soil changes because of the tender of 
the soil. Farmers add anhydrous ammonia, lime, fer-
tilizer, and herbicides to soil to enrich it and make it 
produce more harvest. We can tend the soil of oth-
ers’ hearts as diligently as possible, but only God 
can ultimately change hearts. Our efforts — and our 
knowledge — are limited. God’s power is limitless.   
  
When we plant seeds of faith in the hearts and minds 
of others, we might often look at the soil they fell on 
and judge it to be infertile, sterile, hardened like 
stone. And we may even think our efforts were wast-
ed. Whether those seeds be the kind, Christian words 
we share with strangers, the homeless, and those we 
believe to be the miscreants of society, or the stories 
we tell the children who attend Awana, or the pass-
ing smile we give to someone crossing our parking 
lot here at the church—all of these might seem like 
wasted efforts, as though the seed has fallen on bad 
soil. The invitations we give to our relatives who 
don’t attend church to come to Grace—it may seem 
that we’ve wasted our breath.   
 
Sometimes, the seed falls on what appears to be 
weeds and waste, but the soil can and does change. 

Time passes, and sometimes the soil softens. Over 
time, it may turn into the best soil ever.  Don’t give 
up. Seeds can survive a long time. And when the soil 

of the human heart softens and is enriched with the 
light and water from God above, those seeds can 
take root. Time does its work. So does God, in His 

time and the place He chooses. Plant the seeds, any-
way.  

Arlis DeJaynes 
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Chili Cook-Off! 
 

Outreach is asking for volunteers to bring a crockpot 
full of their favorite chili to be judged by those who 
choose to be taste testers. We will gather after wor-
ship in the Great Hall on Sunday, February 26.  
 

Each person will be able to 
sample as many of the varie-
ties of chili as available and 
chose their favorite. A ballot 
will be given to each tester. 
The chili with the most votes 
will be declared the winner. 
The chili cook will have 
bragging rights as: 

 

‘Grace UMC  
best chili cook-off chef for 2023.’ 

 
If you would like to try for the title of the best chili 
chef, please sign up to bring your tastiest chili. If you 
choose not to be judged, you can still bring some chili 
or you can sign up to bring a dessert. Sweet treats al-
ways taste great after something spicy. Desserts won’t 
be judged. 
 
Bring your chili to the kitchen before worship to the 
kitchen and plug it in. The serving line tables will be 
set up with power strips to plug into. Your crock pot 
will be numbered so we won’t know whose chili is 
whose. 
 
The Outreach portion of this event is to invite a friend 
or unchurched person to worship and to join us for 
lunch. We will also be inviting the first responders on 
duty, if they have time, to join us for lunch, so we can 
show our appreciation for their service. 
 
The Outreach Ministry team hopes you will find this a 
fun idea and want to participate in this event.  Let’s 
show the love of Jesus to our first responders, those 
who  might not be churched, and each other.  

Take Jesus to Randall Residence 
 

Jesus sent his disciples out in two’s to preach the gos-

pel (Matthew 10:1-10, Mark 6:7-9). Randall Resi-
dence is looking for someone (or a team of two if you 
want to buddy up) to lead a Bible study group once a 

month. It would be either the first or second Wednes-
day at 10 a.m. If you feel a prompt in your heart from 
the Lord to do this, please see Carol Perry or email 

her at carol@decaturgrace.org.  

We won’t send you out with nothing to take with you 
like the disciples were told to do. We have prepared 
studies available. We just need one or two to step up 

and lead a group for an hour a month.  

child in the community. They are all our children. It 
will begin with the sub-soil through the mighty plow 
of prayer and fasting. Then will come extravagant 
sowing and the long cultivation.  
 
Our aim? We want our children to grow up just like 
Jesus did—And the child grew and became strong; he 
was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on 
him.  
 
We are so bogged down in the trappings of where our 
church is going, but we can’t let that take our eyes off 
of the mission we are called by God to do: “go out 
and proclaim the Good News.” Or our vision, “to see 
more people become more like Jesus.” If we lose 
sight of our mission and vision, we will lose every-
thing, and the direction of staying or going won’t 
matter. 
 
We must press on and not give up doing all we are 
able to do for the children we serve. I praise God that 
while we don’t really have many children in our con-
gregation currently, we do have neighborhood chil-
dren entrusted to us to grow them in the knowledge of 
Jesus and disciple them into a mature faith.  
 
I wanted this message to encourage you to pray about 
how you can serve God by serving the children.  
I praise God there are fifteen volunteers who serve by 
showing the love of Jesus to the kids who come each 
week. Thank you to those fifteen for the work you do 
to help the kids grow in wisdom about Jesus, strong 
in their faith and filled with the grace of God. 
 
There are some volunteers who leave for the winter or 
get sick and can’t help. Maybe you could consider 
offering one Wednesday a month to help the seasoned 
volunteers. I am sure Jesus would be pleased, and so 
would the kids. And I know you would be, too.  
 
In the Love of Jesus for the children, 
Carol Perry 

If you can spare a hour a month, they would be so 
grateful at Randall. We have a few church members 

who reside there and would love to see a friendly, fa-
miliar face. Carol will help you with developing a 
study or to get materials to you. We would like to 

start this in March. Thank you for your prayerful con-
sideration. 

OUTREACH 

mailto:carol@decaturgrace.org
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Operation Enduring Support  
 

OES will begin 
meeting weekly on 
Monday evening 
January 30 to col-
lect items for our 
Military Easter 
Care Packages.  

This is a much shorter time period as these boxes will 
be mailed to our deployed Military on Monday, 
March 27. 
 
This is the beginning of our 20th year of sending 
packages to our military.  If you have any loved ones 
deployed, please provide us with their APO/FPO 
mailing address as soon as possible.  We plan to send 
another 120 boxes in this mailing.  Last year, with 
your help, we were able to send 281 boxes. 
 
There have been some changes in the items we send. 
We no longer send any pork products, nor solid 
soaps, nor helmet liners.  
 
We are always in need of personal care products, such 
as you receive when staying in a motel, and Girl 
Scout Cookies.  Our requested donation lists are 
available for you to take shopping with you.  
 
Postage has again increased to $21.20 per box.  
  
We meet every Monday evening in the Great Hall for 
2 months. Volunteers are always welcome. 
 
Thank you for supporting our deployed military 
through your donations to OES, as you are raising the 
spirits of young men and women serving our country 
so far from home.    
 
Blessings, 
Ann Irwin 

Have you been in the shop lately? Come in and let us 
surprise you. We have lots of new items, pictures, 
lamps, household items, beautiful glassware and dish-
es. Of course, we still have plenty of winter clothing, 
purses and boots to get you through the winter 
months. 
  
And remember, if volunteering is on your list of reso-
lutions, the Economy Shop has a spot for you! Contact 
Judy Madding, 217-864-4522. 

  

This year, our church is again 
supporting the Change for 
Life campaign administered 
by New Life Pregnancy Cen-

ter, New Life Pregnancy Center (NLPC) believes in 
honoring ALL life especially that of an unborn child.  
 
The Change for Life is being presented in over 80 
churches in our area representing many different de-
nominations. This program is a simple and fun way to 
help this life-giving organization. All you have to do 
is take one of the baby bottles located by the church 
office. Take it home with you and place it in a promi-
nent spot in your home. Each time you see the bottle 
say a prayer for mothers and their unborn children. 
Say a prayer, also for the young fathers who are 
searching for answers and direction.    
 
Then at the end of the day or whenever you empty 
your pockets, simply put your change onto the baby 
bottle. (Some people) include bills whereas some 
people write a check.) When the bottle is full, bring it 
back to the church and give it to a staff member. The 
bottle will be returned to NLPC. You can be guaran-
teed that all money will be used to minister to wom-
en, men, and babies in need of services provided by 
the center. 
  
Finally, in each of the bottles is a slip of paper. Please 
fill out and replace it I the bottle. New Life will count 
your donation and send you a tax-deductible state-
ment. 
 
We will be conducting this during Lent, so you may 
pick up a bottle after February 22. Please return it at 
least by April 16, the Sunday after Easter. Even if 
your bottle does not get completely full, please bring 
it back. Every little bit of change helps! Also, NYPC 
really tries to reuse as many bottles as possible each 
year.  
 
This is an easy project that we can all participate in. I 
hope you understand your gift can make a huge dif-
ference in the lives of hundreds of woman, children, 
and men.  
 
Thank you, Karen Shelly, Grace’s Liaison to NLPC    

PRAISE TEAM MUSICIANS NEEDED 
 
God-given talent is a blessing for 
each and every one of us, and we 
need you to share your talents 
with the people of Grace! 
 
If you play an instrument (or have ever played an 
instrument, or know someone who does), please join 
our Praise Team for the contemporary songs we have 
been using for worship.  We need your help!  
 
Contact Arlis DeJaynes or Dr. Arun Paul here at the 
church.  We would love to have your talents join 
with others to produce joyful and worshipful music 
for our congregation! 

Economy Shop 
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  
 
HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY! 
I pray that the love of Christ is in each of our hearts 
as we celebrate this month of love by loving al of 
God’s children, believers and nonbelievers alike.  
Reach out to all in these chaotic times.  Pray for those 
who have lost loved ones in the mass shootings that 
are happening all too often.  Also pray for the trou-
bled souls that are obeying Satan instead of the Lord.  
   
PRAYER WALK 
The prayer warriors are still walking and praying at 
Hope Academy every Monday morning at 7:45.  
They would love to have you join them as they pray 
for the teachers and students.  They also meet in the 
sanctuary every Tuesday afternoon at 4:20 to pray for 
an hour.  Please join them for worship of the Lord for 
that hour.    
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  
These greetings are for all 
that are homebound or in 
care facilities. 
 
Feb   3 Phyllis Spinner  
Feb   4 Mel Stern   
Feb 18 Mel Roustio   
 
If you do not know where to send a card feel free to 
call either Nicole or me at 429-5374.     

            
THE LITTLE RED WAGON! 
Don’t forget that Oasis still needs 
breakfast items, especially with the 
cold nights coming on.  Jeff and 
his staff work very diligently to 
care for all who need help.  The 
Grace UMC congregation has been 

very generous in seeing that something is in the wag-
on every week and that is very much appreciated by 
all.  There is always someone to open the door for me 
and help carry items in.  They always thank me for 
bringing things to them.  I want to pass that THANK 
YOU on to you as you are the ones that fill up that 
Little Red Wagon.  Let’s see if we can make their 
Christmas a little brighter.  GOD BLESS ALL OF 
YOU! God be with you and I’ll see you next month.  
 
Living under God’s love and protection,  

Mary Grace  

As of  12/31/2022  
YTD Income: $663,780.64 
YTD Expenses: $670,810.27 
YTD Profit/(Loss): ($7,029.63) 

We surround  
these families  

with Love & Sympathy 
 

Contributions have been received  
in memory of the following: 

 
Richard Barnhart 
Given by: Jay Peniwell (to TV Ministry), Thomas  
Trefzger (to TV Ministry), Ellen Cruikshank, Jack & 

Joyce Keller, Bill & Janet Aikman and Theresa Boaz. 

 
Alice Wiedrich 
Given by: John & Cindy Sellers, Pete & Julie Paulson 
Mel & Beverly Stern, Vern & Tama Davis, 
Patty Barr (to Cunningham Children’s Home), 
Bill & Janet Aikman (to Cunningham Children’s Home), 
Larry & Sally Pickett (to Cunningham Children’s Home), 
and Ann Irwin. 
 
Bill Robinson 
Given by: Don & Vicki Burke 
 
Dennis Anderson 
Given by: Don & Vicki Burke and Barb Friend. 

GRACE FAMILY 

Grace United Methodist Church  
Foundation 

 
The Grace United Methodist Foundation is a non-
profit organization that exists within the Grace fami-
ly.  Since the 1940’s, the Foundation has supported 
Grace UMC’s ministries and members by donating 
funds for worthwhile projects and by funding the 
Lupton Scholarship program.  In this decade alone, 
over one hundred youth have received stipends. 
 
All of this has been achieved without touching the 
Foundation’s principal.  Amounts donated come 
strictly from investment earnings. 
 
As you develop your charitable giving plans, please 
keep the Foundation in mind.  Your donations are 
truly gifts that keep on giving. 

FINANCIALS 


