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Anytime or any day, watch the service on Facebook
or on our YouTube channel, Decatur Grace Online.
Our webpage is www.decaturgrace.com where you
will also find a link to the worship service on
YouTube.
REGULAR OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Office closed Thursday, November 24.

Upcoming Sermons
November 6
“I CAN DO ALL THINGS
THROUGH CHRIST”

With less than two months to go, we are at the tail end of the year 2022. The
Lord has been faithful in all our difficult situations and circumstances and
brought us thus far, and for that, we are so grateful to God. The remainder of
the year 2022 will continue to keep our focus on the faithfulness and goodness
of the Lord first by ushering us into the season of thanksgiving and then ushering us into the Advent Season, a season full of hope and anticipation of the
coming of the Christ into the world, and then Christmas, the celebration of the
birth of Jesus Christ the Lord and savior of the world.

We recently had a three-week sermon series on prayer, Christian Faith: Living
in the Transforming Power of Prayer”. I hope and pray that we will continue to
live in the spirit of prayer. Knowing that “God hears all our prayers and answers all our prayers” let’s continue to pray. Please pray with me for God’s
peace and comfort for the members of our church families who have recently
lost their loved ones. Please also pray for those who are recovering from various surgeries and those dealing with health concerns. Encourage one another
and provide care for one another!

November 13
“CONSECRATED TO BUILD
THE HOUSE OF GOD”

Finally, let’s remind ourselves that Grace United Methodist Church is a loving,
caring, and compassionate community of God’s people that welcomes, receives, and cares for all those who come into our wide-open doors. We are a
vibrant community of believers who come together to worship God, study
God’s word, pray, enjoy each other’s fellowship, and support one another. We
are committed disciples of Jesus Christ, and we passionately reach out to the
world through the Gospel of Jesus Christ, participating in God’s mission both
locally and globally.

November 20
“GIVE THANKS WITH A
GRATEFUL HEART”

With Love, Prayers, and Blessings,
Pastor Arun Paul

(Philippians 4:10-13)

(1Chronicles 29:1-9)

(Psalm 103:1-5; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)
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Happy Fall Y’all. I hope you all are enjoying the beauty of the Fall Season, a
season with stunningly beautiful fall colors, so picturesque, so lovely!

Friends, the church is the hope of the world! I want to thank you for your love
and commitment to Christ, which you have shown by staying connected and
faithful to the body of Christ. May the Lord bless you richly! Let’s continue to
grow in our commitment to Christ by staying committed and faithful by gathering and worshipping together as a church, the body of Christ. Together we become a living testimony of Jesus Christ to the world through the ministries of
the church. So, let’s come together to strengthen one another in the body of
Christ for the glory of God.

REGULAR SUNDAY SCHEDULE
9:30 a.m.
Worship in the Sanctuary
9:30 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Adult Sunday School
Hebrews 10:25 Group
11:00 a.m.

Dear church family,
Greeting in the Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

WORSHIP

DISCIPLESHIP

Advent Bible Study – “The Awakened Life“

SOAPY Bible Reading Plan
November 2022

The Monday evening Bible study class for men and
women will be starting an Advent study starting on
Monday, November 28 and ending Monday, December 19. We meet from 6 – 7:30 pm.

We use our SOAPY daily readings
for preparation for worship. You’ll
find the daily readings corresponding
to the coming Sunday’s message. As
you read and study the texts, you will
be preparing your hearts for worship
and plowing up the ground for receiving the seed of God’s Word. In case you have
not yet engaged the SOAPY readings, you may wonder what is SOAPY? SOAPY stands for: Scripture,
Observation, Application, Prayer and Yielding.

This 30-day study is an invitation for a long-haul
journey. Following two celebrated awakening passages, Chapters 37 and 47 from the prophet Ezekiel, “The Awakened Life” is an invitation to the people
of God to band together and sow for a great awakening. Not a passing revival, or a spiritual renewal, or a
refreshing, but a full-scale awakening.
If you are interested in awakening to all that Christ
has for your life, please see Carol Perry or register at
the sign-up table by Sunday, November 6, so that
books can be ordered in time for the course to start.
The cost of the book is $14.00, which includes shipping.

Here’s how to put the SOAPY principles to work:
You might want to keep a SOAPY journal for notes.
If you are able to find a place of solitude for your
time of reading, read aloud the Scripture passage for
the day. Hearing the Word is a powerful spiritual
discipline. Make some Observations in your
SOAPY journal by asking these questions: 1) What
is the Scripture about? 2) Observe: What does this
passage mean? 3) What truth or teaching can I Apply to my life? Then write and offer a Prayer that
helps you Yield more of your life to Jesus so that
your study is not for information only, but for transformation as you grow as a disciple of Jesus Christ
and into His likeness.

The problem with awakening, is that we think we are
already awakened.
How to Pray
Jesus taught his disciples to pray through the Lord’s
Prayer. Pete Greig, founder of 24/7 Pray International, pastor at Emmaus Rd Church in Guildford, Woking and Aldershot, England, and author and speaker
wrote How to Pray: A Simple Guide for Normal People.
Beginning Thursday, December 1, 2022, through
Thursday, January 26, 2023, Carol Perry will lead an
8 week session called The Prayer Course, developed
by Greig and the 24/7 prayer movement. The course
uses the book and looks at why we should pray, keeping it simple, adoration, petition, intercession, unanswered prayer, contemplation, listening, confession,
and spiritual warfare. The course will be 6-7:30 p.m.

Daily Readings

With the ending of a year and the starting of a new
one, this is a great time to hone our prayer life. With
the decisions that we need to make concerning our
future with the United Methodist Church, this is the
perfect time to tune our ears and hearts to what the
Lord is saying to us, so that we follow His will and
not lean on our own understanding.
A sign-up sheet will be on the table in front of the office. The cost of the book is $14. While you do not
need to have the book to participate in this study, it is
highly encouraged. Sign-up runs through Tuesday,
November 15, so books can be ordered and received
on time.

Oct 31 Hebrews 10:8
Nov 1 Genesis 4:26
Nov 2 James 1:6
Nov 3 Romans 8:26
Nov 4 Psalm 10:4
Nov 5 Luke 11:1
Nov 6 Exodus 32:11

Nov 14 1 John 5:14–15
Nov 15 James 4:3
Nov 16 Matthew 6:7
Nov 17 Luke 18:1
Nov 18 Romans 12:12
Nov 19 Ephesians 6:18
Nov 20 Psalms 17:6

Nov 7 1 Samuel 1:15
Nov 8 2 Chronicles 32:20
Nov 9 Psalm 73:28
Nov 10 Ephesians 3:14
Nov 11 Philippians 4:6–7
Nov 12 1 Thessalonians 5:17
Nov 13 Romans 11:33–36

Nov 21 Jude 1:20–21
Nov 22 1 John 5:14
Nov 23 1 Chronicles 16:11
Nov 24 2 Chronicles 6:21
Nov 25 Ephesians 1:18
Nov 26 Jeremiah 29:12
Nov 27 Job 22:27
Nov 28 John 17:15
Nov 29 Matthew 5:44
Nov 30 Psalms 141:2
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

AWANA is moving along, however we are still
in great need of a bus driver and several lead
teachers.

PRAYER WALK
The Lord’s prayer warriors are
still meeting at Hope Academy
every Monday morning at 7:45
a.m. to pray with and for the
teachers and students. Feel free
to join them on Mondays for this
calling of the Lord to pray for
His children of all ages.

Valerie Pries,
Children’s Director

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
These greetings are for all
that are homebound or in care
facilities.
Nov 2 Jean Schiminski
Nov 15 Connie Futrell
Nov 22 Bill Schwesig

A great big THANK YOU
to all who serve with a servant’s heart
in ministry at Grace!

If you do not know where to send a card feel free to
call either Nicole or myself at 429-5374.

Bus Ministry

THE LITTLE RED WAGON!
Don’t forget that Oasis still
needs breakfast items, especially
with the cold nights coming on.
Jeff and his staff work very diligently to care for all who need
help. The Grace UMC congregation has been very generous
in seeing that something is in the wagon every week.
It is very much appreciated by all. There is always
someone to open the door for me and help carry items
in at the Oasis. They always thank me for bringing
things to them. I want to pass that THANK YOU on
to you as you are the ones that fill up that Little Red
Wagon. GOD BLESS ALL OF YOU!

Kitchen Crew
PRAYER TEAM

U
S
H
E
R
S

Congregational Card Care

T.V. & Sound
Ministry

God be with you and I’ll see you next month!

OUTREACH
TEAM

Living under God’s love and protection,
Mary Grace

LAWN
CREW

A special Thank You from the Missions Team
to all who delivered Meals On Wheels
in October.

Economy Shop

Team

Grace
Notes
Crew

Operation
Enduring
Support

Children’s Ministry
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OUTREACH

ECONOMY SHOP

Let’s Keep Hope Warm This Winter

Happy
Thanksgiving
from the
Economy Shop!

Outreach is collecting hats,
gloves and mittens for Hope
Academy students, kindergarten through 8th grade. All
sizes are needed. The blue box
outside the sanctuary in the
corner by the West doors is the
drop off point for donations.
Sunday, November 6, is the last
day donations will be taken.
We will be delivering them to the school Monday,
November 7.

The Economy Shop has fall tablecloths, placemats,
napkins, elegant china dinnerware and glassware,
serving bowls, and platters, as well as beautiful fall
decorations and centerpieces to help you prepare for
your holiday gathering. Ceramic turkeys abound for
that autumn accent for your table. And for falling
temperatures, we have a great selection of colorful
fall clothing and warm coats.

Thank you for considering this ministry and helping
keep the student warm as they wait on school buses or
even play outside. Remember many of their families
don’t have transportation, and they walk to get where
they need to be. These items will help keep them
warm then, as well.

Christmas is just around the corner! Beginning Friday, November 4, the shop will be full of garlands,
ornaments, lights, trees, stockings, figurines, angels,
reindeer, and nativity sets. Plan to stop by to find festive items to help “deck your halls.”

*******************************************
Linda Thomas is again collecting water
bottle, pill bottle and soda bottle caps,
etc. for recycling. The recycling center
has re-opened and is accepting lids/caps
again. Thank you for your donations to
this cause of making picnic tables out of
caps and lids.
*******************************************

We are thankful for our wonderful congregation and
their continuing support of generous donations of
gently used clothing and household items. Donations
are accepted Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday,
and Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
The Economy Shop wishes to thank our anonymous
donor for their wonderful gift toward our quest to find
more space. With this gift we have been able to add
a storage shed which will greatly relieve the overcrowding of our indoor storage areas. We are truly
grateful for this gift!
Special thanks also goes to our behind the scenes
helpers who prepared the ground, spread gravel, supervised the placement of the shed, enclosed the base,
installed lighting, and assembled shelving. Gerry
Madding, Bob Mazzier, Larry Pickett, Stan Rhodes,
and Mike Rutledge spent many hours assisting with
our improvement project. We truly appreciate their
hard work and effort!

You are invited to attend a benefit for
Grace member Vern Davis. He was
diagnosed over a year ago with stage 3
pancreatic cancer. This benefit will help
with medical bills.

The Economy Shop continues to need volunteers for
part time or weekly positions. Please consider volunteering for a half day (2 ½ hours) or a full day (5
hours). If you would like to join us for the holiday
season, please contact Judy Madding at 864-4522 or
Marj Cline at 855-5060.

The benefit will be held on November 5
@ 11:00 a.m. in the
Argenta Community Building
at 101 E. Elm St., Argenta, IL 62501.
6
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What a statement of faith Hannah’s face was at that
moment!

Just a Thought or Two. . . .

She had been blessed and reassured that God had
heard her prayer. Immediately, believing the words of
the priest, her face changed, and a sense of happiness
and peace must have been clearly evident. God did
not disappoint. Hannah bore a son and called him
Samuel, the same boy who later answered God’s call
in the middle of the night.

Almost fifty years ago, Randy and I had
been married only four months when I
had to have some minor surgery. The day after surgery, when the doctor sat down and talked with us, he
broke the news that changed our lives (or at least we
thought so at the time). He said that the chances that
we would ever have a child were extremely slim, and
that if we wanted children someday, we should probably register for the adoption process soon, because the
wait time to get a baby was five years or more.

Prayers are always answered, just sometimes not in
the way we would design them to be or on a schedule
that we demand. Like Hannah, our fervent prayers for
a child (or two!) were answered, and my greatest joys
now come from the blessings of grandchildren. But I
must confess that I wasted a lot of time being sorrowful and insecure instead of faithful and fearless.
Let your prayers create joy—a joy in the promise that
God hears, that He knows, that He answers, and that
He fulfills. Let your sorrow know that there is “joy in
the morning;” let your anxiety hear, “Fear not, for I
am with thee.” Let the joy of knowing God is in control, just as He always has been and always will be,
remind you that even better joy waits for you tomorrow. And rise from your prayers with a changed
countenance, a changed outlook, and a joyful anticipation of the future.

I had an aunt and uncle who couldn’t have children,
and all I could see for us was a future like their lives
had been. We nine children would take turns staying
with them for a few days during the summer, which
was great fun for us and wonderful for them, since
they rarely had a chance to enjoy having kids around.
But at the end of the week, we always went home,
and they were left once again with a silent home
where the only sounds were the tick, tick, ticks of the
clock on the mantle.
That Christmas was heartbreaking for me. Hearing
the Christmas story about the birth of a very special,
very wanted, and very needed baby boy did not bring
the joy it had before—just doubt, fear, and dread of
the future we were likely to have. Praying fervently
for a child over the months before had always ended
in tears and sadness. Family gatherings were filled
with children (seemingly everywhere!), but that only
prompted jealousy and feelings of unfairness. Somehow our prayers would never be answered, we
thought. What I didn’t believe was the very thing I
needed to believe so firmly: that God had a plan for
us, even though it wasn’t the plan I wanted.

Arlis DeJaynes

“The Joy of Saying Yes to God”
Cantata to be Sunday, December 18
The Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir will present
their annual Christmas Cantata on Sunday, December
18, during the morning worship service at 9:30 am.
This year’s title is “The Joy of Saying Yes to God,”
written by Arlis DeJaynes, Music Director at Grace
UMC.

In Samuel 1, Hannah has the same problem: her husband’s other wife had many children, but Hannah had
none. Every time food was distributed, this hard fact
was so clearly evident. Hannah became a sad woman
who was “deeply distressed [and] wept bitterly” (Samuel 1: 10). In the temple, the priest, Eli, saw
her moving her lips in prayer but uttering no sound,
and he assumed she must be drunk and chastised her.
Assuring him she was not drunk, she told Eli of her
prayers. Eli answered, “Go in peace, and the God of
Israel grant your petition which you have made to
Him.”

In the narration, the cantata traces the actions of several important Biblical characters who said “Yes!” to
God when He called, when He asked, and when He
commanded. The music, which Arlis chose from several different composers, leads through many generations to the Christmas Nativity and the birth of the
Holy Infant, Jesus.

The end of that paragraph in the Book of Samuel,
however, contains the most important message of
faith in the entire story of Hannah. Scripture tells us
that Hannah then “went her way and ate, and her
countenance was no longer sad.”
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This special music presentation is a wonderful opportunity for each of us to ask friends, family, neighbors,
and even strangers through our doors and into our
sanctuary. Please mark the date, and start looking for
opportunities to invite others to Grace!

Jerry & Judy Madding
Pete & Julie Paulson
Claudia Metzger
Jim & Kathy Kramer
John & Carol Graham
Darcy Ehmann
Carol Reed
Mike & Alice Boliek
Jim & Cathy Smithson
Doug & Joyce Reed
Jeff & Jan Cantwell
Steve & Marti Evans
Tom & Carole Hill
Jay & Susan Henry
Linda’s Strategist & Book Group Friends
Amy Palmer
Charles & Carolyn Halvorsen
Bill & Linda Badger

GRACE FAMILY
We surround all of these families with
Love & Sympathy
Lauretta Allen Family
Dennis Anderson Family
Sharon Gholson Family
Contributions have been received in memory of the
following:
James Tallent given by Mark & Patricia Pieske
Lauretta Allen given by:
Vern & Tama Davis
Steve & Dianne Shaw
George & Wanda Kastl
Ann Irwin
Beth Stringer & Family
John & Cindy Sellers
Diana Olson
Marilynn Logan

Sharon Gholson given by:
Mary Grace McCann
Marilynn Logan
Joan & Roberta Smith
George & Wanda Kastl
Betty Wheatley
John & Carol Graham
Peggy Druessel
William & Ellen Lamb

Dennis Anderson given by:
Mary Grace McCann
George & Wanda Kastl
Norman Lienemann
Gary & Joanne Boldt
Bill & Brenda Schoeneberg
Patty Barr
Linda & Gary Goeken
Mike & Donna Rutledge
Bill & Georgene Voorhees
Terri Luckenbill
Herb & Sharon Thompson
Michael & Kendra Newland
Wayne & Carol Hood
Dennis & Diane Rumme
Todd & Mary Ann Henry
Joyce Havice-Doris
Rod & Carol Smithson
Hugh & Linda Rowden
Gary Shannahan
Mark & Patricia Pieske
John & Delene Pulley
Curt & Phyllis Turner
Bill & Sharon Cole
Donna Munson
Rick & Linda Thomas
Larry & Sally Pickett
Diana Olson
Bill & Janet Aikman
Ruth Cortright

FINANCIAL NEWS
As of 9-30-22
YTD Total Income: $459,194.76
YTD Total Expenses: $516,927.52
Thanks to all who blessed the Lord and our congregation with your faithful tithes of 10% and your additional offerings and gifts.

Grace United Methodist Church
Foundation

Your tax-deductible gift to the Grace United Methodist Church Foundation is truly a gift that keeps on giving. Conservatively invested, the Foundation’s principal is never disturbed. Instead, it continues to generate a reliable stream of income to support a number of
worthwhile ministries within Grace. Please consider
adding your donation to those made by many of your
friends over the years.
5

