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REGULAR SUNDAY SCHEDULE
9:30 a.m.
Worship in the Sanctuary
9:30 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Adult Sunday School
Hebrews 10:25 Group
11:00 a.m.

Comcast Cable Channel 6
Comcast Cable HD Channel 914

Anytime or any day, watch the service on Facebook
or on our YouTube channel, Decatur Grace Online.
Our webpage is www.decaturgrace.com where you
will also find a link to the worship service on
YouTube.
REGULAR OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
December 26 closed
December 27 open 9-noon
December 28 open 9-noon
December 29 open 9-noon
January 2 closed
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Dear church family,
Greetings!
Time is flying by so quickly; can’t believe we are at the end of the year 2022!
Thanks be to God for His faithfulness in helping us in our challenges this year
and bringing us thus far and without a shadow of a doubt, we can say that God
has been abundantly gracious to us!

In the Advent season, as we prepare to celebrate the coming of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ who gave us a new beginning to walk in His Ways that lead
to life in abundance and eternal life. Let us stay encouraged and keep our eyes
fixed on Jesus Christ, the author, and perfecter of our faith, and let us run the
race that God has marked for us (Hebrews 12:1-3).
As we wait and prepare for Christmas this year, I invite you to please pray with
me for God’s peace and comfort for those who have recently lost their loved
ones, and Christmas this year is difficult for them. May God’s comfort and
peace be with them and minister to them; so that they may truly experience the
comforting presence of Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit and find rest for
their souls. Please also pray for those who are recovering from surgeries and
those dealing with health concerns. Please keep all our church ministries in
your prayers as we serve together to continue Christ’s mission in the world
through our local church, Grace UMC.
On a personal note, we are settling in well in our new home in Mount Zion.
Thanks for your prayers and support during this transition period. Vienna and
Shannon are enjoying that our daughter Ria will be returning from Denmark on
December 16 after a semester in the Study Abroad Program. Thank you for
your prayers for her and please pray for her safe return home.
I commend you for being a loving, caring, and compassionate community of
God’s people that welcomes, receives, and cares for all those who come into
our wide-open doors. Let’s continue to be a vibrant community of believers
who come together to worship God, study God’s word, pray, enjoy each other’s fellowship, and support one another. Remember, we are committed disciples of Jesus Christ and passionately reach out to the world through the Gospel
of Jesus Christ, participating in God’s mission locally and globally.
May God’s abundant blessings be with you and your family!
Merry Christmas!
With love and Blessings.
Yours,
Pastor Arun Paul

WORSHIP

SOAPY Bible Reading Plan
December 2022

Plan now to invite
friends and family to
share in the Cantata Service for 2022, which will
be on Sunday, December
18, at 9:30 a.m. Worship.

We use our SOAPY daily readings
for preparation for worship. You’ll
find the daily readings corresponding
to the coming Sunday’s message. As
you read and study the texts, you will
be preparing your hearts for worship
and plowing up the ground for receiving the seed of God’s Word. In case you have
not yet engaged the SOAPY readings, you may wonder what is SOAPY? SOAPY stands for: Scripture,
Observation, Application, Prayer and Yielding.

The title is, “The Joy of Saying YES to God,” with
narration written by Arlis DeJaynes and music from
several different composers. In this cantata, we explore the history of faithful persons who followed
God’s commands and welcomed God’s actions in
their lives, and whose descendants became the integral characters in the story of the Nativity. From
Abraham and Sarah to Mary and Joseph, the cantata
takes us through human turmoil and loss into the joy
and gain of an eternal Savior, the Child Emmanuel,
God with us.
Each Sunday of Advent will feature special music for
the season from three groups at Grace Church. The
Praise Team is growing, and we would love
to have you volunteer
to join us in singing or
in playing instruments.
Any instrument is welcome, and rehearsals
are conveniently
planned for Saturday mornings at 10 am. Pray and
consider your part in this ministry for Grace Church
and for those who will be drawn to our congregation
through the Praise Ministry.

Who is baby Jesus?

DISCIPLESHIP

Here’s how to put the SOAPY principles to work:
You might want to keep a SOAPY journal for notes.
If you are able to find a place of solitude for your
time of reading, read aloud the Scripture passage for
the day. Hearing the Word is a powerful spiritual
discipline. Make some Observations in your
SOAPY journal by asking these questions: 1) What
is the Scripture about? 2) Observe: What does this
passage mean? 3) What truth or teaching can I Apply to my life? Then write and offer a Prayer that
helps you Yield more of your life to Jesus so that
your study is not for information only, but for transformation as you grow as a disciple of Jesus Christ
and into His likeness.
Daily Readings
Dec 1 Isaiah 11:1-3a
Dec 2 Genesis 1:26-27
Dec 3 Genesis 3:8-9

Dec 4 Genesis 6:6-7
Dec 5 Genesis 12:1-3
Dec 6 Genesis 21:1-3, 6-7
Dec 7 Genesis 22:1-2, 13-14
The Handbell Choir is always a welcome part of our
Dec 8 Genesis 32:22-24, 28
Advent Celebrations at Worship, and this year, the
Dec 9 Genesis 50:19-20
bells will play at worship services throughout Decem- Dec 10 Exodus 12:24-28
ber. This addition to our services for the holidays is
always a joyful sound that adds so much to the seaDec 11 John 1:1, 14
Dec 12 Hebrews 1:1-3a
son!
Dec 13 John 8:12
Dec 14 Joshua 2:17-18, 21
Dec 15 Ruth 1:16-17
Dec 16 1 Samuel 16:7, 12b -13a
Dec 17 Isaiah 9:6-7

Dec 18 Isaiah 7:14
Dec 19 Micah 5:2
Dec 20 Matthew 2:4-6
Dec 21 Luke 1:11-13
Dec 22 Luke 1:16-17
Dec 23 Luke 1:41-44
Dec 24 Luke 1:26-28
Dec 25 Matthew 1:18-20a
Dec 26 Luke 2:8-12
Dec 27 Luke 1:46-50
Dec 28 Luke 1:51-55
Dec 29 1 Timothy 2:5-6
Dec 30 Hebrews 4:14-16
Dec 31 Revelation 22:16

Discover the powerful truth about baby Jesus this Christmas season.
Written by David L. Talley from Biola University.
I love advent season. Every year at our church we have a sermon series focused on advent during the five weeks
leading up to Christmas day. It is always a joyous celebration.
This year our focus is on John 1:1-18 which begins with an incredible statement about Jesus:
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

Baby Jesus in the Gospels

Mark begins his gospel with Old Testament quotations, which are ultimately pointing to John the Baptist. Then,
he moves quickly to John the Baptist‘s announcement that one is coming after him, thus fulfilling the Old Testament quotations concerning the Messiah. Then, Mark moves directly into Jesus’ ministry!
The gospels of Matthew and Mark take similar approaches and begin with the birth narratives, which also fulfill
Old Testament prophecies. Manger scenes, wise men, shepherds watching their flocks, the star, angels, etc. All
the stuff of a good Christmas nativity play.
And then, there is the gospel of John. John goes farther back than the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, farther back
than the virgin birth, even farther back than creation. He goes back to eternity. From there he moves to John the
Baptist and Jesus’ ministry.
John goes back all the way to eternity because he wants to make it clear who Jesus is. He wants everything he
writes about Jesus to be understood in light of the mind-boggling reality that Jesus is eternal and the Creator of all
things. This is who Jesus is! It should blow our minds. The baby in the manger, the one who lays down his life for
us (John 15:13), is in fact the Creator of all.

The most powerful baby

John begins his gospel by showing that Jesus, the Christ, the Son of God, existed before time.
Jude exults in this truth with his great doxology in Jude 1:25, stating, “to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.”
•

•

In 2 Timothy 1:9, Paul states, “[God] saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but
because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began …”

•

In Colossians 1:16-19, Paul exalts Jesus, stating, “For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through
him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the
body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent.
For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell …”

So before there was any time or any matter, there was “the Word,” Jesus Christ, the Son of God … this is baby
Jesus! WOW!

May our hearts be drawn to worship him this Christmas season.
2
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Update on Potential Disaffiliation from
the United Methodist Church

During the process that I just described, and before
the Charge Conference meeting, your Church Council
is dedicated to providing you with balanced information on this subject to assist you in determining
how you would like to vote on this important issue
early next year. As always, please feel free to contact
me or Julie Paulson, our Lay Leader, if you have any
questions or concerns regarding this or other Church
Council matters. Thank you.”

So that our congregation is
kept up to date on our church’s
potential disaffiliation, the following is the message I presented during our October 30
Sunday Service.
“As most of you know, our
church held informational
meetings on October 16 and 23
following our Sunday Services. The meetings were authorized by the Church Council to inform everyone
about ongoing theological issues within the United
Methodist Church, and to obtain a general idea as to
whether our membership felt strongly enough about
the issues to consider leaving or not leaving the United Methodist Church. That is why an anonymous
straw poll was conducted after each meeting. Just
over 50% of our church members participated in the
straw poll. The result was that that 81% of our members prefer that our church should begin the process
to disaffiliate, in other words, leave, the United Methodist Church. 19% preferred that our church should
not begin the disaffiliation process, in other words,
continue to be a United Methodist Church.

Keith Alexander, Church Council Chair

ECONOMY SHOP
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
from the Economy Shop!
The Economy Shop is filled with festive Christmas
decorations and supplies. Beautiful Christmas
wreaths, garlands, trees, lights, ornaments, angels,
Santas, and snowmen fill the shelves. We also have
holiday china, glassware, serving bowls, and table
linens as well as Christmas stockings and candles. A
variety of Christmas cards are available for purchase
individually or as boxed sets. Holiday tins and bakeware are ready for homemade fudge and cookies.
Stop by soon to shop our great selection of Christmas
sweaters and sweatshirts.

Based on the strong preference expressed by our
members in the straw poll, on October 25 your
Church Council authorized that a letter be sent to our
District Superintendent Bradley Watkins II, with a
copy to our Bishop Frank Beard, requesting that our
church would like to begin the disaffiliation process.
The process basically involves our church and our
conference certifying our official member roster and
determining what the financial impacts would be for
our church if we left the United Methodist Church.
The process will most likely take a few months to
complete.

The Economy Shop will close at 3:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, December 21, and reopen at 10:00 a.m.
on Monday, January 2, so that our volunteers may
enjoy the holidays with their families.

After the process has been completed we will have an
official Charge Conference meeting conducted by our
District Superintendent, wherein all official members
in attendance at the meeting have the opportunity to
vote to decide if we stay with or leave the United
Methodist Church.

As we come to the close of 2022, the Economy Shop
would like to thank our volunteers for their dedicated
service this past year. We also thank the congregation of Grace UMC for their generous donations and
support.

At least two thirds, or 67% of those voting would
have to vote to leave the United Methodist Church in
order for our church to leave. If less than two thirds
of those voting vote to leave the United Methodist
Church, then we would remain a United Methodist
Church.
6
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If you would like to help spread holiday cheer this
season, please contact Judy Madding at 864-4522 or
Marj Cline at 855-5060 to volunteer for a half day or
a full day at the shop.
We hope the New Year will bring blessings to all!
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Just a Thought or Two. . . .

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

It snowed overnight on Monday, and we all woke early on Tuesday morning to that wonderful, soft, white blanket that God gave us overnight. I’m still a child at heart, I suppose, because the first snow always delights me,
and Tuesday morning was no exception. From my upstairs bedroom window, everything seemed new and clean,
even the piles of old, brown leaves that neighbors had left in street gutters for the city to vacuum up and dispose
of later that same day.
But the best part of the first snow is that it offered me a few minutes of another Sabbath this week. Sunday mornings are always busy for me—getting music ready for the service, checking microphones, practicing with praise
team members or bell choir or the Chancel Choir (or all three!). But this morning, as I let the dogs out the back
door and they gingerly walked through that first snow on the deck, I was struck again by the wonderful scene.
And all my senses were refreshed by the clean air, the smell of the wet earth, and the absolute quiet of the snow
falling.

Whether we look at Hebrew or Greek, Latin or Old English, the word “sabbat” means the same thing: a time of
rest. The Hebrew references from the Old Testament use it as a day for the most part, but at least one reference
calls it a year of rest, similar to a “sabbatical” year that a professor or other professional might take from work. A
day, a month, a year—whatever time period, a sabbath is a time of rest. So why not a few minutes, or even just a
moment, of a Sabbath, even on a Tuesday?
I sat on the deck steps for twenty minutes, marveling at the muffled sounds of the world away from me. Even the
traffic on Route 51 seemed so quiet and distant. Large flakes of snow fell all around me and on my head, like a
blessing from the sky above. Psalm 91 spoke to me, “He will cover you with His feathers, and under His wings
you will find refuge.” But to me, the sense of touch wasn’t as poignant as the sense of hearing—of absolute quiet, peace, comfort, and—ironically—warmth.

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
It is time to rejoice in the birth of our Savior, Jesus
Christ. We do not have to wait until Christmas to celebrate His birth. We should thank God every day for
Him. To think that a tiny baby was sent to save us
from sin is an overwhelming thought. However, Jesus knew from birth that he was sent to serve and die
for our sins. As we gather with our families, let us
reach out to others in a loving way as Jesus wants us
to do. May all of you have a joyful holiday season.

If you do not know where to send a card feel free to
call either Nicole or me at 429-5374.

Arlis DeJaynes
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Grace United Methodist Church
Foundation
The Grace United Methodist Foundation is a nonprofit organization that exists within the Grace family.
Since the 1940’s the Foundation has supported Grace
UMC’s ministries and members by donating funds for
worthwhile projects and by funding the Lupton Scholarship program. In this decade alone, over one hundred Grace youth have received stipends.
All of this has been achieved without touching the
Foundation’s principal. Amounts donated come
strictly from investment earnings.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
These greetings are for all that are homebound or in
care facilities

In our world today, Sundays mean very little to most except perhaps a later morning sleep, a chance to catch up
on what didn’t get done throughout the rest of the week, or time to prepare for the week ahead. But a Sabbath is
so different than all of that. It is a time to rest, to be in the quiet for a while, to reflect on why we are here, why
we are God’s, and why we are at all. I so admire businesses that close on Sunday while so many stay open. If we
are all about “business,” their decision is an inconvenience at best. But the founders of businesses like Hobby
Lobby, for example, thought something else was more important. That something else is God.

Remember the Sabbath day, or hour, or moment—and keep it holy.

Thanks to all who blessed the Lord and our congregation with your faithful tithes of 10% and your additional offerings and gifts.

PRAYER WALK
The Lord’s prayer warriors are still meeting at Hope
Academy every Monday morning at 7:45 a.m. to pray
with and for the teachers and students. Feel free to
join them on Mondays for this calling of the Lord to
pray for his children of all ages.

Dec 7
Dec 15
Dec 21
Dec 22
Dec 25

That night in Bethlehem more than two thousand years ago was its own Sabbath, too. The silence and wonder of
that quiet moment in a humble stable must have awed both Mary and Joseph as the God Who made them was
manifest in a poor, helpless Infant entrusted to their loving care. Before the angels sang their “Gloria in Excelsis
Deo,” before the visitors came breathlessly to the manger to marvel at the sight, there must have been that Sabbath moment—that silent, holy night that changed everything. Remember to take a few minutes, at least on
Christmas Eve, and revel in the silent moment of your own Sabbat. Breathe in the quiet and the presence of God
in that humble stable—and here, now.

As of 10/31/22
YTD Income $514,831.59
YTD Expenses $556,516.19
YTD Profit/(Loss) ($41,684.60)

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

For those few minutes, the world seemed so far away, so irrelevant, so unconcerning. And God seemed so close,
so relevant, so important. The order of nature that our great God in His wisdom ordained on this sphere He
molded with His own hands is so perfect, so precise, that we are prompted by it to take a moment just once in a
while and marvel at what nature is doing. Tuesday morning was that moment for me. Just sitting in the falling
snow in the quiet of my back yard, I took a breath and marveled at God’s magnificence.

Whether you came to church over the last week or not, your opportunities for a Sabbath this week are not done
and past. A time of quiet, a moment of meditation, an hour of humility spent in the presence of our Almighty
Loving God will give you that “oh, so badly needed” rest you are seeking. Let the quiet speak to your heart. Let
the silence speak to your spirit. Let God speak to your soul. Seek out the silence.

FINANCIAL NEWS

As you develop your charitable giving plans, please
keep the Foundation in mind. Your donations are truly gifts that keep on giving.

Carolyn Robertson
Marilyn Logan
Jim Higdon
Sandy Hayslip
Sam Gholson

GRACE FAMILY
We surround these families with Love & Sympathy

Bud Tripp
Richard Barnhart

THE LITTLE RED WAGON!
Don’t forget that Oasis still needs breakfast items,
especially with the cold nights
coming on. Jeff and his staff work
very diligently to care for all who
need help. The Grace UMC congregation has been very generous
in seeing that something is in the
wagon every week and that is very much appreciated
by all. There is always someone to open the door for
me and help carry items in. They always thank me
for bringing things to them. I want to pass that
THANK YOU on to you as you are the ones that fill
up that Little Red Wagon. Let’s see if we can make
their Christmas a little brighter. GOD BLESS ALL
OF YOU!
God be with you and I’ll see you next month.

To my Grace Church Family, it has been an honor to
serve you. Some of you may already know that I
have decided to step down from being the Director of
Children’s Ministry. It has been an honor to serve
you all in such a wonderful way. Eric and I plan on
still volunteering and attending Grace Church. Right
now, we are in a different season of life when our
families need us a bit more. We are blessed to be able
to help them out. Because of that need, I am deciding
to retire from the work life and only volunteer.
Thank you all for loving us well and opening your
arms to us as we felt led to lead here at Grace, almost
3 years ago. May God bless each of you abundantly
and may the next Children/Youth Director be so
much more as he or she is filled with the Holy Spirit.
Gods’ Blessings - Val

Living under God’s love and protection,
Mary Grace
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